Since there was no capital city of ancient Greece, many poleis were fighting for control of the peninsulas.  The two most powerful poleis were Sparta and Athens.  Athens controlled the Attica peninsula and Sparta controlled the Peloponnesus peninsula. 
SPARTA


Sparta had approximately 8,000 Lacedaemonians (what Spartans called themselves), but ruled over 100,000 enslaved and semi-enslaved people.  The social structure was divided into three classes: Spartiates, Perioeci, and Helots.   The Spartiates were military professionals who lived mostly in barracks and whose land was farmed by serfs.  Spartiates were the only people who could vote.  The second class of people were the Perioeci .    They were neighbors or “outsiders” who were freeman, which included artisans, craftsmen, merchants.  Foreigners could be in this class but could not vote.  The helots were the lowest class and were people who were descendants from people who had resisted Spartan control of their territories.  They were considered serfs because they were treated like slaves and had to give up ½ of their crops to the Spartiate citizens who owned land.


The Spartan government was considered an oligarchy, meaning rule by a few but had elements of monarchy (rule by kings), democracy (elections), and aristocracy (rule by the upper class).    The following is the breakdown of the Spartan government:
Two kings: generals in command of the armies 

Ephors: five overseers elected annually ran the day to day operations of Sparta.  Could veto rulings made by the council or assembly

Senate: 28 councilmen who were over 60 and elected for life.  They acted as judges and proposed the laws to the assembly

Assembly: all Spartan men over 30 could support or veto the Senate’s recommendations of proposed laws by shouting out their votes.


The culture in Sparta was centered around the military.  Sparta’s main goal was to preserve its city state and enslave the helots through military conquest.   The polis of Argos was their main rival on the Peloponnesus peninsula. Children were taught at home until the age of 7 when they began their military training.  At the age of 13 they were dropped into the woods with no materials and the strongest would survive and prevail on in Spartan society.  For those who survived, they would enter the military at age of 20 and served until the age of 60.  To help ensure the physical superiority of their people, babies were bathed in wine and if they survived they were taken to the elders.  If the elders still deemed them unfit then they are put on to a hilltop to die.  Women were more independent than in other city states because they trained in the military at the age of 7 as well.
Since there was no capital city of ancient Greece, many poleis were fighting for control of the peninsulas.  The two most powerful poleis were Sparta and Athens.  Athens controlled the Attica peninsula and Sparta controlled the Peloponnesus peninsula. 

ATHENS

Athens had approximately 140,000 people, but only 40,000 were male citizens.  The rest of the population consisted of 40,000 slaves and 50,000 people who were not born in Athens originally known as metics. The social structure of Athens was divided into 3 social classes: freeman, metics, and slaves.  The freeman were all male citizens who owned land.  Within the freeman there were economic classes of aristocrats, small land farmers, and thetes who were craftsmen.  The second class in the social structure were the metics who came from outside of the city state and therefore were not allowed to own land, but could run industries and businesses.  The lowest class were slaves, but were less harshly treated than in other Greek city states.  Slaves had no rights and a slave owner was allowed to kill the slave if he wanted.  Some slaves had civic jobs such as policemen.  Women were rarely seen outside the home and had no rights. 

The government in Athens is classified as a direct democracy because everyone, not just politicians attended the Assembly.  Athens claims to be the birthplace of democracy.  Their government was organized as the following:
Elected Officials: 10 generals, magistrates, and others   (had to be male and own land)

Council of 500: 50 men from each of the 10 tribes of Athens would represent their region in the council.  They were responsible for making sure the laws were carried out and served as a jury

The Assembly: One did not have to be elected to serve in the Assembly and was open to all citizens (citizens were defined as land owning males).  The Assembly passed laws and made policy decisions.  The Assembly met at the foot of the Acropolis.  

The Athenian culture focused on education, the arts, and architecture.  Schools were all private and kid’s parents had to pay for school.  Boys would go to school from age 7-14 and the purpose of education was to be well “rounded” and study all topics.  The topics included grammar, mathematics, gymnastics, rhetoric, humanities, and public speaking.  Many of the world’s greatest thinkers and philosophers came from Athens were the mind was just as respected as physical talent. 
